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System of 

Accountability 
(VSA)



Voluntary System of 
Accountability

• Designed to improve public understanding 
of how public colleges and universities 
operate. 

• Provides consistent, comparable and 
transparent information on the 
characteristics of institutions and 
students, cost of attendance, student 
engagement with the learning process, and 
core educational outcomes. 



Spellings Commission

“Colleges and Universities 
must become more 
transparent about cost, 
price, and student success 
outcomes, and must 
willingly share this 
information with students 
and families”



Spellings Commission

“Student achievement, which 
is inextricably connected to 
institutional success, must 
be measured by institutions 
on a ‘value added’ basis that 
takes into account students’ 
academic baseline when 
assessing results.”



A Voluntary 
System of 

Accountability 
(VSA)

Sponsored by



Goals

Provide three (3) key sets of measures:  

1.  Student / Parent Consumer 
Information

2.  Engagement Information – Student 
experiences and perceptions

3.  Student Learning Outcomes 



The Standard Reporting Template has 5 pages



The pages are university branded.

Each VSA participating college and university will 
develop its own content for the banner on the first page 
of the VSA reporting template. 

The template is referred to 
as the College Portrait.



Standard IPEDS  
terminology is used 
for race and 
ethnicity reporting. 
International is 
used to replace the 
Non-Resident Alien 
category.

Data source: Common Data Set



Data sources: IPEDS & Student 
Clearinghouse

IPEDS and Student 
Clearinghouse data are 
used to report 
continuing enrollments, 
graduations, and 
graduations for 
students once enrolled 
at your institution. 



VSA requires making on-
line information available 
to help families estimate 
their real costs.

VSA provides a net price 
estimator.



Data source: Common 
Data Set

Already available
information is packaged so 
it can be found in the same 
format from one campus to 
another. This will help 
address the complaint 
about lack of comparable 
information.



This page highlights aspects of the campus that will give 
prospective students a richer sense of the opportunities 
available. All 9 buttons are defined at an institution’s option. 
There is also a space to briefly describe campus safety 
programs.

Data source: Common 
Data Set



No nationally defined data source is available to 
inform parents and policy makers what happens to 
students after they graduate. 

In lieu of that information, VSA requires 
administration of a single survey question about 
future plans of graduates.



Student Engagement 
Survey Options

VSA requires administration of one of the 
following instruments once in every three 
years.

CIRP – College Senior Survey

University of California 
Undergraduate Experiences 
Survey

College Student Experiences 
Questionnaire

National Survey of Student 
Engagement



Student Experiences and Perceptions

The common domains:

1. Group Learning Experiences

2. Active Learning Experiences

3. Experiences with Diverse Groups of 
People and Ideas

4. Student Satisfaction

5. Institutional Commitment to Student 
Learning and Success

6. Student Interaction with Campus Faculty 
and Staff



VSA requires administration of one of 
the following instruments once in every 
three years.

Learning Outcomes Test Options

Collegiate Learning 
Assessment

College Assessment of 
Academic Proficiency

Measure of Academic 
Proficiency and Progress



Learning Gains Between Freshman Year and Senior Year

Critical Thinking

The increase in learning for critical thinking was <what 
would be expected> at an institution with students of 
similar academic abilities.

Written Communication

The increase in learning for written communication was 
<what would be expected> at an institution with 
students of similar academic abilities.

Reporting Learning Outcomes



Item 2008-09 2009-10 2011-12

Common Data Set & 
IPEDS Items X

Undergraduate 
Success Rates

Submit data to 
Clearing-house

Report on College 
Portrait template

Future Plans for 
Grads Survey X

Student Engagement 
Items X

Learning Outcomes 
Items X

VSA Reporting Schedule



1. Web development

2. Participate with Student Clearing 
House 

3. Survey on Future Plans; annually

4. Survey on Student Experience; every 
3 years

5. Survey on Learning Outcomes; every 
3 years

What is required



USF Committee on VSA 
Participation

• Fall 2007.
• No objections to reporting of 

student/parent consumer 
information.

• Significant concerns regarding 
reporting of student learning 
outcomes data and 
standardized tests.
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